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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1/10/06 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Meixner 
et al. (USPN 7,076,838). 

4. Meixner discloses the claimed hand-held power tool handle device with a vibration- 
shielding unit and a guide device for guiding a motion of a handle element 3 which is movable 
relative to the power tool body, wherein the motion is at least substantially along a straight line. 
The handle element is positioned at a distance away from the power tool body 1 1 . Two force- 
transmission elements 19,21 which cross over each other. The force-transmission elements are 
interconnected in a pivoting manner by a connecting element 39 located in a central region of at 
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least one of the force-transmission elements. Each of the force-transmission elements is 
displaceable supported at one end. One return element and/or elastically deformable impact- 
absorption element 15,17 for returning the handle element. The return element operatively 
engages with the transmission elements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meixner et al. 
(USPN 7,100,706) in view of Weber (GB 2171045A). 

6. Meixner discloses the claimed power tool handle device as discussed above, but fails to 
disclose wherein at least one of the force-transmission elements is supported on at least one end 
such that it is displaceable in a direction extending perpendicular to the direction of motion. 
Weber discloses a hand-held power tool handle device comprising a vibration-shielding unit via 
15 and a guide device via 11c, 17, 18 for guiding a motion of a handle element 12 which is 
movable relative to the power tool body 1 1 , wherein the motion is at least substantially along a 
straight line, and two force-transmission elements 1 5 supported on at least one end such that are 
displaceable in a direction extending perpendicular to the direction of motion of the handle 
element for the purpose of efficiently preventing transmission of vibrations generated in the body 
to the handle. I would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have provided 
Meixner's force-transmission elements supported on at least one end such that it is displaceable 
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in a direction extending perpendicular to the direction of motion as taught by Weber in order to 
efficiently prevent transmit ion of vibration to the handle. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See the attached PTO-892 for related art. Any inquiry concerning this communication 
or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Michelle Lopez whose 
telephone number is 571-272-4464. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Thursday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/ML/ 

Patent Examiner 



/Rinaldi I Rada/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



